AN INVITATION TO BEGIN AGAIN

Day Three: Take the Next Step

Move forward in faith without needing to understand the entire journey.

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”
— Psalm 119:105

Most of us would feel much more comfortable following God if He would show us the entire plan.

We want to know where the road leads, how long the journey will take, what it will cost, and whether everything
will work out the way we hope. We want confirmation that we will not be hurt, disappointed, embarrassed, or
asked to do something beyond our ability.

We want a map. But so often, God gives us a lamp.

A lamp does not illuminate the entire road. It gives enough light to see where we are standing and where to place
our foot next.

Perhaps God does not reveal the whole journey because He is teaching us to walk with Him rather than simply
follow a set of directions. Faith is not always a great leap into the unknown. More often, it is one small act of
obedience taken while questions remain unanswered.

PAUSE HERE

You do not need the whole map.

Where might God already be giving you enough light for one faithful step?
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When You Cannot See the Whole Road

Your next step may be making the phone call you have been avoiding. It may be resting when you feel guilty for not doing
more. It may be asking for help, setting a boundary, forgiving someone, completing an application, returning to church,
beginning a new project, or finally releasing something God has been asking you to place in His hands.

The next step may appear ordinary to everyone else, but you know what it requires of you. Courage does not mean you are no
longer afraid. Faith does not mean every doubt has disappeared. It means you have decided that God is more trustworthy
than your fear.

Sometimes we remain stuck because we believe we must feel completely ready before we move. We wait for confidence. We
wait for certainty. We wait for fear to leave and every circumstance to line up perfectly.

But readiness does not always come before obedience. Sometimes confidence grows only after we take the step.

Think about the people of Israel standing at the Jordan River. The water did not part while the priests remained safely on dry
ground. They had to step into the river while it was still flowing. When their feet touched the water, God made a way.

God may not show you what the next ten steps will be. He may not explain how every piece will come together. But if He has
shown you the next faithful thing to do, you have enough direction for today. You do not have to finish the entire journey. You
only have to take the next step.

Reflection

1. Where have | remained stuck because | am waiting to understand the whole plan?
2. What fear rises when | consider moving forward?

3. Is God asking me to begin something, release something, or simply continue?

4. What is one small and faithful step | can take today?

5. Who could encourage or support me as | take that step?

Declaration

I do not need to see the entire road to follow God faithfully. His Word is a lamp for my feet, and His
presence goes with me. I will trust Him with what I cannot see and take the next step He has placed
before me.

Prayer

Father, | confess that | often want the whole plan before | am willing to move. | want certainty, clear answers, and a guarantee
that everything will turn out the way | hope. But You are asking me to trust You.

Show me the next step You have placed before me. Give me wisdom to recognize it and courage to take it. Help me stop
measuring my ability against the size of the journey and begin measuring the journey against Your faithfulness.

When fear tells me to remain where | am, remind me that You go before me. | place the unknown parts of this journey into
Your hands. Give me enough light for today and enough faith for the next step. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Today’s Gentle Invitation

Sit quietly and ask: What is the next faithful step God has placed before me? Do not pressure yourself to create an impressive
answer. Your next step may be very small.

| believe God may be asking me to:
The fear that has been holding me back is:
One step | can take within the next 24 hours is:
| will ask this person to pray for or encourage me:

Then take that one step. Not all ten steps. Not the entire journey. Just the next one.

Before You Go

Three days ago, you accepted an invitation to begin again. You became still and remembered that God was near. You looked
back at His faithfulness and gave your heart permission to believe again. Today, you have chosen to move forward without
requiring God to reveal the entire road.

This is not the finish line. It is the beginning of a new way of walking—with less striving, more trust, and the growing
assurance that God will provide the light you need when you need it.

You have paused. You have remembered. You have taken the next step. And wherever that step leads, God is already there.
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